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ATLANTIC  PACT  CONSIDERATION  BEGINS 


Hearings  on  the  Atlantic  Pact  began  April  27  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
and  may  continue  two  or  three  weeks.  Since  the  signing  of  the  pact^  discussion  pro  and 
con  of  the  issues  involved  has  snow-balled  on  the  radio  and  in  the  press.  Many  Senators 
have  spoken  at  length  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  asking  questions  about  the  pact.  Senators 
and  Representatives  have  read  material  into  the  Congressional  Record.  Formal  debate  will 
begin  in  the  Senate  after  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  reports  its  recommendations .  The 
Administration  expects  to  secure  action  on  the  pact  and  on  the  arms  program  before  the  end 
of  the  present  session  in  July. 

Secretary  of  State  Acheson  estimated  that  the  first  year’s  cost  of  the  accompanying  arms 
program  to  the  Atlantic  Pact  nations  would  be  $1,130,000,000  plus  $320,000,000  for  mili¬ 
tary  aid  to  Greece,  Turkey  and  other  non-communist  nations,  or  a  total  of  $1,U50,000,000. 
Arms  would  be  shipped  on  an  outright  gift  basis.  The  pact  requires  a  two-thirds  vote  in 
the  Senate  for  ratification;  the  arms  gift  takes  a  majority  of  both  Houses  for  authori¬ 
zation  and  appropriation. 

The  pact  tends  to  supplant  the  United  Nations  and  provides  no  effective  U  N  jurisdiction 
over  the  actions  of  the  North  Atlantic  countries.  It  provides  no  third  party  judgment  on 
what  is  aggression  and  who  is  an  aggressor.  It  diverts  needed  f\inds,  resources,  man¬ 
power,  and  scarce  materials  from  recovery  abroad  and  stability  at  home.  Rather  than 
ratifying  the  pact,  let  the  United  States  (1)  take  a  strong  lead  for  all-out  support  of 
the  U  N;  (2)  persistently  seek  satisfactory  settlements  with  the  Soviet  Union;  (3) 
remove  the  conditions  that  make  for  communism  in  the  world;  and  (U)  press  for  general 
reduction  of  armaments  instead  of  a  costly  suicidal  arms  race. 


S0K!E  QUESTIONS  AND  COMMENTS  ON  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  PACT 

This  32-page  booklet,  prepared  by  members  of  the  F  C  N  L  staff,  costs  2$  cents. 
Send  for  it.  Read  it.  Study  it.  Place  copies  in  the  hands  of  key  leaders.  As 
a  group  of  Protestant  ministers  said  just  before  Easter,  "It  is  time  to  make  a 
decisive  turn,  to  take  another  and  a  better  road." 

Will-  you  do  all  you  can  to  stimulate  discussion  on  the  implications  of  this  his¬ 
toric  decision?  Will  you  write  to  both  of  your  Senators  and  to  your  Representa¬ 
tive?  Will  you  send  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  your  daily  paper? 


URGENT  NEED  FOR  FUNDS 

you  read  carefully  the  -rtiite  printed  enclosure  giving  the  financial  situation  of  the 
F  C  N  L?  If  you  have  contributed,  can  you  do  so  again?  Do  you  have  friends  who  woiild  like 
to  receive  the  Washington  Letter?  We  would  like  to  double  our  mailing  list*  Why  not  get 
five  or  ten  subscriptions  in  your  Meeting  or  ccamunity? 
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M!ENT)L.ffiin'S  TO  DISPULCED  PERSONS  ACT  OF  19U8 

In  spite  of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  generous  amendments  to  guarantee  full  assumption 
by  the  United  States  of  the  need  of  Displaced  Persons  for  re-settlement,  and  in  spite  of 
campaign  promises  and  Congressional  approval  of  priority  for  this  legislation,  the  only 
action  taken  thus  far  has  been  approval  by  Sub-Committee  1  of  the  House  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  for  a  modified  H.  R.  I3UI4. 

This  Sub-Committee  began  hearings  March  2,  and  at  this  writing,  has  just  made  its  report 
to  the  full  committee.  The  amendments  recommended  by  the  Sub-Committee  would: 

I 

1.  Provide  for  admission  of  300,000  instead  of  205,000,  with  power  granted  to  the 
President  to  increase  the  total  by  100,000  under  certain  circumstances. 

2.  Change  the  eligibility  date  from  December  22,  19U5  to  January  1,  19U9.  This  re¬ 
moves  a  provision  which  resulted  in  discrimination  against  certain  groups. 

3.  Remove  the  requirement  of  specific  job  and  housing  assurances. 

U.  Reduce  mortgage  on  future  quotas  from  $0%  to  25^,  with  a  restoration  of  $0%  later. 

It  was  hoped  that  all  mortgaging  would  be  removed. 

5.  Change  provision  for  occupational  preference  for  agricultural  workers  from  a  rigid  , 
30^  of  the  total  to  general  preferred  status. 

6.  Make  available  a  loan  of  $5  million  from  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  to 
the  Displaced  Persons  Commission  to  be  used  by  voluntary  agencies  for  expenses  in 
this  country  incurred  in  re-settlement  activities. 

Action  by  the  House  is  expected  in  May,  but  no  work  has  been  done  in  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  on  the  McGrath-4ieely  Bill,  S.  311,  which  has  been  referred  to  it.  The  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Inniigration  is  composed  of  Senators  Pat  McCarran  of  Nevada  and  Forrest  C. 
Donnell  of  Missouri.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  these  men,  urging  them  to  hold  hear¬ 
ings  and  report  out  a  bill  so  that  the  United  States  may  assiune  her  rightfhl  leadership  ► 
in  solving  the  problems  of  war  and  moving  toward  a  program  for  peace. 

11,5CX),000  EXPELLEES 

A  refugee  problem  of  which  we  are  too  little  aware  is  that  of  the  expellees  in  Germany,  [ 
These  persons  of  German  ancestry  were  living  in  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Rumania,  [ 
Yugoslavia,  and  other  Balkan  countries.  Post-war  anti -German  feeling  drove  these  German  ' 
minorities,  or  Volksdeutsche,  from  their  homes  to  Germany.  The  expulsions  from  Poland, 
Czechoslovakia,  and  Hxuigary  were  agreed  to  by  the  United  States  in  the  Potsdam  Agreement.  ’ 
The  present  law  allows  27,000  persons  of  German  ethnic  origin  to  emigrate  in  two  years. 

There  are  approximately  11,500,000  expellees  now  living  on  the  German  economy.  Most  of  j 

them  are  not  in  camps  as  are  the  Displaced  Persons,  but  in  the  homes  of  Germans,  thereby  | 

causing  crowded,  unreal thful  and  tense  conditions.  The  present  policy  of  tho  United  States 
in  Germany  is  to  put  the  problem  in  the  hands  of  local  German  governments  and  to  encourage 
integration  of  this  group  into  German  life.  Toward  that  end.  Military  Government  in  | 

February  19U7  ordered  equal  treatment  in  food,  housing,  and  employment,  ' 

International  Refugee  Organization  experience  with  those  expellees  (10^)  who  reached  caoqps 
and  that  of  the  American  Friends  Sex*vice  Committee  does  not  indicate  mass  migration  as  the 
answer.  This  needs  thoughtful  consideration.  The  A  F  S  C  will  publish  a  booklet  on 
expellees  by  Betty  Barton,  irtio  served  with  the  Committee  in  Germany,  Jean  Perry  Clark 
Carey,  in  the  Foreign  Policy  Association  Report  for  April  1,  19U9  also  discusses 
expellees. 
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REMOVAL  OF  ORIENTAL  EXCLUSION  ACT  OF  192U 

The  House  has  passed  H.  R.  199  (J\idd  Bill)  which  removes  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race 
and  national  origin  fjrom  our  Immigration  and  Naturalization  laws.  In  the  Senate,  H.  R.  199 
has  been  referred  to  a  special  research  committee  making  a  study  of  our  inmiigration  policy. 
Instead  of  receiving  immediate  consideration  by  the  Senate  Judiciary  Conmittee,  this  bill 
would  thus  be  included  in  a  report  to  be  made  over  a  year  from  now, 

Japanese-Americans  and  other  Orientals  deserve  the  right  to  citizenship,  and  the  granting 
of  that  ri^t  need  not  be  postponed.  To  remove  the  disgraceful  policy  of  treating  Oriental 
peoples  as  an  inferior  race  will  help  in  this  time  of  change  to  encourage  democracy  and 
discourage  totalitarianism,  WRITE  members  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  urging  action 
on  H.  R.  199.  Write  particularly  the  Sub-Committee  on  Immigration  (see  page  2). 

PROGRESS  ON  CIVIL  RIGHTS  1£GISLATI0N 

The  legislative  time  table  in  the  Senate  broke  down  completely  during  the  filibuster  which 
lasted  from  February  28  to  March  17.  The  talk-fest  was  on  a  proposed  change  in  the  Senate 
rule  on  cloture  which  would  have  ended  debate  in  the  Senate  by  a  2/3  vote  on  any  measure. 

A  coalition  of  Republicans  and  Democrats  enacted  a  new  cloture  rule,  reqiiire  6U  votes  to 
stop  debate.  This  is  2/3  of  the  total  Senate  rather  than  2/3  of  those  Senators  voting,  as 
was  true  formerly.  The  new  rule  permits  unlimited  debate  on  any  future  proposal  to  change 
this  rule. 

The  effect  of  this  temporary  loss  of  Senate  control  by  the  Administration  cannot  now  be 
predicted.  The  possibility  of  xmlimited  floor  debate  remains.  The  test  will  be  made  idien 
the  first  civil  rights  measure  reaches  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 

The  present  status  of  the  major  parts  of  the  civil  rights  program  is* 

1,  Anti -Poll  Tax:  Hearings  on  H.  R,  3199 »  sponsored  by  Mary  T.  Norton,  New  Jersey,  and 

H.  R.  30UU,  sponsored  by  Wayne  Hays,  Ohio,  are  scheduled  by  ^e 
House  Committee  for  late  April,  Burr  P.  Harrison,  Virginia,  is  chairman. 

2,  F  E  P  C:  Hearings  before  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  House  Labor  and  Education  Commit¬ 

tee  are  scheduled  to  begin  May  2.  Adam  C.  Powell,  New  York,  is  chairman. 
Five  proposed  bills  are  under  consideration.  The  F  C  N  L  has  been  asked  to  tes¬ 
tily  in  support  of  the  principle  of  equality  of  opportunity  in  employment, 

3,  Anti-Lynching;  A  Senate  Sub-Committee  on  April  25  approved  S,  91 >  sponsored  by 

Senator  Homer  Ferguson,  Michigan,  It  is  expected  that  the  full 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  will  report  the  measure  favorably  next  week,  but  there  is 
no  indication  of  the  eventual  fate  of  the  bill.  Helen  Gahagan  Douglas,  California, 
is  sponsoring  K,  H.  795  for  the  same  purpose. 

UNITED  STATES  AUTHORIZES  BUT  DOES  NOT  APPROPRIATE  FUNDS  FOR  ARAB  REFUGEES 

Public  Law  25 >  signed  by  the  President  on  March  2ii,  authorizes  $16  million  as  the  United 
States'  contribution  to  the  United  Nations  for  relief  of  Palestine  refugees.  Warren  Austiiv 
United  States  delegate  to  the  United  Nations,  presented  a  check  for  $8  million  to  Secretary 
General  Trygvie  Lie  on  April  11,  This  advance  was  made  through  the  Reconstruction  Finance 
Corporation,  pending  an  appropriation  by  Congress,  Because  no  action  has  been  taken  by 
either  Appropriations  Committee  and  because  the  full  appropriation  is  needed  to  help  these 
700,000  people,  letters  shoxild  be  written  to  Senaior  Kenneth  McKellar  and  Representative 
Clarence  Cannon  urging  prompt  action  on  the  total  amount  authorized. 
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INTERNiLTIONAL  ROUND-LP 


H.  R.  1211  is  ready  for  debate  by  the  Senate. 


International  Trade  Organization:  A  bill  to  provide  participation  in,  and  ratification  of, 

- -  the  I  T  0  Charter  will  be  introduced  after  the  vote  on 

Reciprocal  Trade.  The  United  States  led  in  creating  this  organization,  the  charter  of 
which  was  signed  by  fifty-three  nations  in  March  19U8. 

International  Wheat  Agreement:  Forty-two  nations  have  adopted  the  International  Wheat 

Agreement  to  make  possible  “planned  production  and  organized 
marketing  of  wheat  throughout  the  world."  The  President  has  asked  for  ratification  by 
July  1.  It  will  probably  be  submitted  as  a  treaty,  requiring  a  2/3  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Student  Tourists  and  World  Understanding:  Through  cultural  interchange  and  the  movement  of 

persons  comes  better  understanding.  Commercial 
travel  facilities  are  virtually  blocked  to  approximately  10,000  students  and  persons  of 
moderate  means.  Senator  Ralph  Flanders,  with  six  others,  has  introduced  S,  Res,  83,  re¬ 
questing  the  President  to  make  available  surplus  ships  for  student  travel  at  low  cost  — 
approximately  $2^0  round  trip  to  Europe.  As  a  result  of  the  interest  created  by  hearings 
on  the  resolution  and  because  of  the  clamor  for  passage  to  Europe,  private  shipping  lines 
have,  chartered  three  ships  and  at  least  two  others  are  being  negotiated  for.  In  addition, 
the  Holland-American  Line  is  operating  two  ships  for  student  travel, 

Finnish  Student  Loan:  Senator  H.  Alexander  Smith,  New  Jersey,  has  introduced  S.  J.  Res,  3 

to  provide  that  future  payments  by  Finland  on  her  war  debts  to  the 
United  States  be  used  for  instruction  and  training  in  the  United  States,  for  citizens  of 
Finland,  Senator  Smith  should  be  encouraged  to  press  this  move  toward  understanding  through 
actual  experience  with  people  fPom  behind  the  iron  curtain, 

UNLIMITED  BILLIONS  FOR  DEFENSE 


Herbert  Hoover,  before  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  charged  "staggering  waste  in 
military  cost,"  He  was  reporting  the  findings  of  the  Commission  on  Organization  of  the 
Executive  Branch  of  the  Government.  The  report  estimates  that  by  reforms  in  budgeting,  ac¬ 
counting,  and  other  methods,  approximately  $1.5  billion  could  be  pared  from  the  $15  billion 
requested  in  the  President's  Budget  and  still  leave  adequate  funds  for  defense. 

Some  examples  of  seemingly  extraordinary  waste  in  budget  estimates  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
were  $2,337 >000,000  for  construction,  amounting  to  an  increase  over  the  present  year  of  720 
percent  for  the  army,  826  percent  for  the  navy,  and  837  percent  for  the  air  force.  The 
Air  Force  called  for  construction  of  910  family  houses  in  Alaska  at  $58,350  a  house.  The 
Anny  was  asking  for  funds  to  modernize  102  more  tanks  than  it  possessed.  The  Army  asked 
for  $108,000,000  for  tropical  worsted  uniforms,  sufficient  to  purchase  838,000  uniforms  at 
$129  each,  enough  for  all  the  enlisted  men  in  the  Army  and  more. 

The  strength  in  Congress  of  the  idea  of  national  security  through  armed  might  and  rearma¬ 
ment  is  indicated  by  the  House  Appropriations  Committee  i^ich  voted  $630  million  more  than 
the  President  had  requested  for  the  national  military  establishment,  approving  a  total  of 
$15,909,116,800.  The  vote  was  271  to  1,  Of  U35  members,  163  were  not  present  or  not  vot¬ 
ing  on  the  largest  peacetime  military  appropriation  bill  in  history.  Hanson  Baldwin,  mili¬ 
tary  analyst  for  the  New  York  Tiros,  said,  "The  House  acted  chiefly  as  a  rubber  stan^)  for 
its  powerful  Appropriations  Committee,  and  that  Committee  in  turn  did  no  more  than  go 
through  the  motions  of  examining  the  defense  budget,"  The  Eberstadt  Report  is  well  sub¬ 
stantiated,  which  says:  "Congress  allocates  billions  without  accurate  knowledge  as  to  why 
they  are  necessary  and  irtiat  they  are  being  used  for.  ..." 

E.  Raymond  Wilson  -  Barbara  S.  Grant  -  Lloyd  Bailey 
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Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

1  0  0  0  ELEVENTH  STREET,  N.  V. 

WASHINGTON  1,  D.  C 

URGENT  NEED  FOR  FUNDS 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  faces  a  deficit  by  October  1  unless  prompt  action  is  taken 
now  by  those  who  are  concerned  that  something  be  done  about  the  growing  militarization  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  the  gradual  slipping  away  of  religious  and  civil  liberties,  the  need  for  American  leadership  for  peace 
through  general  disarmament  rather  than  rearmament,  and  the  development  of  the  United  Nations  into 
federal  world  government. 


Here  are  the  facts: 

Our  budget  for  1948-1949  is _ $39,500 

Our  receipts  to  date  are _  17,637 

Our  need  (the  difference)  is _  21,863 


Our  problem  is  how  to  fulfill  our  need.  Fifteen  hundred  of  you  receiving  our  Washington  Newsletter 
have  given  us  your  support  during  the  past  six  months.  Could  you  contribute  twice  a  year,  four 
times  a  year,  or  once  a  month?  Eight  hundred  more  of  you  will  receive  our  annual  reminder  before 
October  1,  having  contributed  less  than  a  year  ago.  We  received  $11,450  from  the  latter  group  last 
year.  We  are  counting  on  your  support  again.  Thirty-one  hundred  have  not  given  a  gift  during  the 
past  year. 

For  the  3100  we  have  a  plan.  From  you  we  need  $10,400.  Some  of  you  have  given  $100,  some  $50, 
some  $25,  some  much  less  because  you  could  give  no  more.  Just  as  a  guide,  look  what  885  of  you  could  do. 


10  contributions  of  $100.00 _ 

...$  1,000.00 

25 

ti 

it 

50.00 _ 

...  1,250.00 

50 

a 

it 

25.00 _ 

...  1,250.00 

100 

u 

it 

20.00 _ 

_  2,000.00 

100 

« 

it 

15.00 _ 

„  1,500.00 

150 

it 

10.00 _ 

...  1,500.00 

200 

u 

it 

5.00 _ 

„  1,000.00 

250 

it 

ti 

2.00 _ 

„  600.00 

885 

it 

it 

$10,000.00 

Here  is  a  scale  by  which  less  than  one-third  of  you  who  haven’t  contributed  this  past  year  could  give  the 
Friends  Committee  the  needed  funds  to  proceed  with  its  attempt  to  exercise  Quakerly  influence  in  the 
making  of  national  and  international  policy.  Will  you  be  one  of  the  885  who  gives  as  high  on  the  scale 
as  possible? 

E.  Raymond  Wilson  and  C.  Lloyd  Bailey. 


Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  1000  11th  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington  1,  D.  C. 

I  enclose  $ _ or  will  send  $ _ on  or  about _ 

(Date) 

Are  you  a  Friend?  Yes _ No - . 

If  so,  what  is  your 

Yearly  Meeting? _ Name - 

Monthly  Meeting? _ 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax) 


Address  — 


